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	Grade 5: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 9
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment:

Analyzing Sections of Esperanza Rising on My Own 
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For homework last night, you read Chapter 9: “Las Ciruelas/Plums.” On this assessment, you get a chance to show what you know about how to analyze this novel on your own. You may use your novel, your evidence flags, and any notes in your journals from our work together for this assessment. 

1. What happens in this chapter? Write a one- or two-sentence summary: What is this chapter mostly about? 

	

	

	

	

	

	


2. This chapter is titled “Las Ciruelas/Plums.” Why do you think Pam Muñoz Ryan chose this title for the chapter? How does this title relate to the main events or ideas in this chapter?

	

	

	

	

	

	


3. Reread pages 139–143 and think about the challenge Esperanza is facing at this point in the novel. Complete the T-chart below, citing evidence from the text. 

	Challenge
	Responses

	
	


4. Make an inference: What does Esperanza’s response to the challenge on pages 139–143 tell us about her as a person? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Read the following excerpt from page 157. Use this excerpt to answer questions 5-8.
“Esperanza felt Alfonso behind her, putting his hands on her shoulder. She felt the blood drain from her face. She wanted to tell the doctor that she could not lose Mama, too. That she had already lost Papa and that Abuelita was too far away. Her voice strangled with fear. All she could do was whisper the doctor’s uncertain words ‘If she survives.’”

5. In one sentence, summarize the challenge Esperanza and Mama are facing at this point in the novel.

	

	

	


There are two examples of figurative language in this excerpt.

6. What does it mean to have blood drain from your face? Use details from the excerpt above to choose the best explanation. 
A.  A cut on your face is bleeding.

B. Your face is becoming pale. 

C. You are crying. 

D. Your face gets red. 

7. What does it mean to say Esperanza’s voice was strangled with fear? Use details from the excerpt above to explain your response.
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Read the following excerpt from page 157. Use this excerpt to answer questions 5-8.

“Esperanza felt Alfonso behind her, putting his hands on her shoulder. She felt the blood drain from her face. She wanted to tell the doctor that she could not lose Mama, too. That she had already lost Papa and that Abuelita was too far away. Her voice strangled with fear. All she could do was whisper the doctor’s uncertain words ‘If she survives.’”

8. How is Esperanza feeling in this excerpt from page 157? How does using the words drain and strangled help us understand how she is feeling? 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


For homework last night, you read Chapter 9: “Las Ciruelas/Plums.” On this assessment, you get a chance to show what you know about how to analyze this novel on your own. You may use your novel, your evidence flags, and any notes in your journals from our work together for this assessment. 

1. What happens in this chapter? Write a one- to two-sentence summary: What is this chapter mostly about? 

Esperanza had to watch the babies by herself; it did not go very well, but she figured out what to do. There was a dust storm that covered everything in dust and made Mama sick. Esperanza is worried Mama might die.

2. This chapter is titled “Las Ciruelas/Plums.” Why do you think Pam Muñoz Ryan chose this title for the chapter? How does this title relate to the main events or ideas in this chapter?

Pam Muñoz Ryan chose Las Ciruelas/Plums as the title because plums are delicious, but if your body is not used to them raw, they will make you sick like the babies. That is just like what happened to Mama because of the dust. She was not used to it, so when the dust storm happened it made her sick, like the plums made the babies sick.

3. Reread pages 139–143 and think about the challenge Esperanza is facing at this point in the novel. Complete the T-chart below, citing evidence from the text. 

	Challenge
	Responses

	Esperanza did not know what to do when the babies got sick.
	Esperanza kept changing the babies’ diapers to try to keep them clean.

Esperanza made rice water to feed the babies, hoping it would make them feel better.

Esperanza forgot about the beans, and they burned because she was so busy trying to take care of the babies.


4. Make an inference: What does Esperanza’s response to the challenge on pages 139–143 tell us about her as a person? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.

Esperanza is a problem solver, trying to figure out what to do in hard situations based on things that she knows from her own experiences. “What did Hortensia give her when she was a child and was sick? ... Rice water!” 
(p. 142)

Read the following excerpt from page 157, and then answer the questions below:
“Esperanza felt Alfonso behind her, putting his hands on her shoulder. She felt the blood drain from her face. She wanted to tell the doctor that she could not lose Mama, too. That she had already lost Papa and that Abuelita was too far away. Her voice strangled with fear. All she could do was whisper the doctor’s uncertain words ‘If she survives.’”

5. In one sentence, summarize the challenge Esperanza and Mama are facing at this point in the novel.

Mama is very sick and might not get better. Esperanza was scared that Mama would die and that she was all alone in the United States.

There are two examples of figurative language in this excerpt.

6. What does it mean to have blood drain from your face?
Like when water goes out of a sink in the drain, the blood can go out of your face and look very white.

7. What does it mean to say Esperanza’s voice was strangled with fear?

When something is strangled, it is choked. Esperanza could not speak because her voice could not get out.

8. How does the author’s use of the words drain and strangled help us understand how Esperanza is feeling? 

The words drain and strangled paint a detailed picture for readers, helping them see it as if they were there.
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How is Esperanza changing? 

As you read, think about this question. Use your evidence flags to mark specific passages in the text to discuss with your triad. You do not need to write out answers as part of your homework; just keep track of your thinking with your evidence flags.
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